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Current	approaches

 Driver-focused, reductionist approach
– Speed
– Fatigue
– Drug use

 Alignment with prevention efforts

 Implies the driver is to blame for crashes
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Paradigm shift: Systems approach
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System levels in road freight transportation
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Factors contributing to crashes: NTSB reports
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A new direction

 Systems accident analysis methods are required to 
understand and learn from HV crashes

– A reductionist view to crash causation is unlikely to 
inform effective intervention or policy development

 Lack of evidence to suggest an understanding of system-
based reform 

– System-based research and targeted intervention


