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NTSB Activities 2015-2016 

• Completed Investigations 
• On-Going Investigations 
• Other projects 
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OHS Investigations 
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Davis, OK 

Little Rock, AR 
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Oxnard, CA 

Penwell, TX 

Cranbury, NJ 
Orland, CA 

Anaheim, CA 

Red Lion, DE 

Naperville, IL 

Salado, TX 
Houston, TX 
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Orland CA, April 10, 2014 

• 2007 Volvo truck tractor 
• 2 28-ft trailers 
• 32-year-old driver 
• Southbound on I-5 
  

• 2014 Setra  
• 53-year-old driver 
• 3 chaperones, 42 

students 
• Northbound on  I- 5 
             
     



Orland Post Crash Fire 
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Orland Recommendations 
• Pre-trip safety briefings & card 

• Seat belt use 

• Secondary door 
• Improved flammability for motorcoaches 
• EDRs 
• Improved window egress 
• Improved egress visibility 

 



Cranbury, NJ, June 7, 2014 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This photo shows the final rest position of the Mercedes Limobus. (CLICK)



Cranbury Recommendations 
• Work zone safety 
• Pre-trip briefings 
• EMS improvements 
• FCW data collection 
• Limo van exit requirements 
• Advanced speed limiters 
• Fatigue management 
• On-board monitoring program 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The driver was hired by Wal-Mart in February 2014 to work out of the Smyrna, Delaware Distribution Center. The driver held a valid Florida CDL. According to carrier documents, the driver then moved to Jonesboro, GA  but did not have any permanent living arrangements near the Delaware distribution center. It is our understanding that before the crash, the driver drove home to Georgia which is 752 miles or 12 hours then drove 12 hours back to Delaware and within a few hours reported to work. The crash occurred at when he had been on duty 13 ½ hours out of a 14 hour duty day. The weather was clear and dry when the crash occurred and he was not on cell phone at/near time of crash. Fatigue is an issue we are exploring. (CLICK)



Davis, OK Sept 26, 2014 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The bus rolled onto its right side and came to rest on the west side of the southbound lanes. (CLICK)




Recommendations 
• Synthetic marijuana prevalence 
• Seat belts 
• Median barriers 
• Medium-size side wall crashworthiness 
• Pre-trip briefings 
• EDRs 
• Adjustable seats 

– Aisle Width 
– Damage to seat belts 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Potential issues that the NTSB is exploring in this crash again include cross-over median crashes and median barrier use.
The medium-size bus construction because this bus has a GVWR of under 26,000 lbs.  That means this bus (when newly manufactured) would be exempt from meeting the newly amended FMVSS 208 requirements for motorcoaches (NHTSA’s final rule) have lap and shoulder belts and the recent NHTSA NPRM on rollover integrity for buses weighing over 26,000 lbs.
With the truck driver, there is evidence he may have falsified his medical history on his last DOT physical. Additionally, drug paraphernalia was found in the driver’s truck postcrash. (CLICK)




Safety Report: Commercial Vehicle 
Onboard Video Systems 
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Recommendations 
• Ensure that onboard video recording systems in 

their vehicles: 
• Provide visibility of the driver, 
• Provide visibility of each occupant seating location,  
• Provide visibility forward of the vehicle, 
• Ensure optimized frame rate, 
• Enable low-light recording capability (night vision). 

• Ensure that onboard video recording systems 
are properly installed and maintained over the 
lifetime of the device. 
 



SIR: Forward Collision Avoidance Systems 
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Rear-End Crashes 

• The NTSB investigations 
• In the last 3 years (2012-2014) 

• 9 rear-end crashes 
• 28 fatalities, 90 people were injured 
• 49 vehicles involved 

• Failure to notice the slowed traffic 
ahead 

15 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And of course, we do investigate such crashes; and being the NTSB, we usually investigate those on an extreme end 
Stats
In all these crashes, the driver of the striking vehicle failed to notice the slowed or stopped traffic ahead in time to brake or produce other corrective action. The reasons for this failure varied, from driver inattentiveness to unsafe speed, fatigue or reduced visibility.




Recommendations 

• Manufacturers 
• FCAS standard on trucks and buses 
• FCAS standard on passenger cars 

• NHTSA 
• NCAP & Monroney label 
• NHTSA develop standards 

 



Current Investigations 
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Naperville, January 27, 2014 
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Anaheim, CA, April 24, 2014 
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Red Lion, DE, Sept 21, 2014 
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Houston, TX, Sept 15, 2015 
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Little Rock, AR, Nov 6, 2016 
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Penwell, TX, January 15, 2016 
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Oxnard, CA, February 24, 2016 

24 



Chattanooga, TN, June 24, 2015 
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Seattle, WA, Sept 24, 2015 
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