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• Reinforce that ADA is a Civil Rights Law
• Equal Access for All
• NO Discrimination

• Basic Information on ADA Requirements
• Answer Questions
• Provide Sources for Information

OVERVIEW AND GOALS
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Overview

ADA is a Civil 
Rights Law

Alteration vs. 
Maintenance

No One Size Fits 
All

No construction 
tolerances – 
max is max

PROWAG
Alteration – Can 
we do the curb 

ramps later?
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Title II - Public Services
                State and Local Government 

Services
Title III - Public Accommodations
              Restaurants, hotels, theaters, 

shopping centers and malls, retail 
stores, museums, libraries, parks, 
private schools, day care centers, 
and other similar places of public 
accommodation

ADA IS THE LAW
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ALTERATION VS. 
MAINTENANENCE
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ALTERATION DEFINITION
§ A change to a facility in the public right-of-

way that affects, or could affect, access or 
use of the facility, including changes to 
structure, grade, or use of the facility.

MAINTENANCE DEFINITION
§ Activities intended to preserve the system, 

slow future deterioration, and maintain 
functional condition of the roadway without 
increasing structural capacity
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ALTERATION VS. MAINTENANCE

* The combination of several maintenance treatments occurring at or near the same time may qualify as an 
alteration.
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MAINTENANCE
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Maintenance obligation includes:
• Snow removal efforts
• Debris removal
• Maintenance of accessible pedestrian 

walkways in work zones 
• Correction of other disruptions.  

If responsible passed to landowner by 
ordinance – need to enforce
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Concrete Panel Repair - Crosswalks

• Concrete panel replacement is typically 
considered a maintenance project which does not 
require ADA improvements to curb ramps.

• Are there any ADA requirements when the 
replacement is within a crosswalk?  If not, why?  
And if yes, what needs to be done? 

If a concrete panel is replaced in the crosswalk the curb 
ramps associated with that crosswalk shall be brought up 
to ADA standards.
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BUILDING 
ENTRANCES
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GUIDELINES FOR PROVIDING 
ACCESSIBILITY TO BUILDINGS

Figure 16-7 on page 16-23 of the Road Design Manual 
provides a flow chart to help make decisions on 

building entrances.

16



2024 Local Roads Conference 10/22/24

5

17

RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
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What are the min. width 
requirements for stairs and ramps?

 

• Minimum width for stairs for a single family dwelling unit is 36 inches
• Minimum width for ramps is 36 inches between handrails.
• Check the Plans for special details for stairs, otherwise the Standard 

Plate rules.

Follow the Building Code
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SDDOT Standard Plate for Concrete 
Stairway
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New Color Contrast 
Requirement on 
Stairs

R408.6 Visual Contrast
The leading edge of each step 
tread and top landing shall be 
marked by a stripe. The stripe 
shall be 1 inch (25 mm) wide 
minimum and shall contrast 
visually with the rest of the step 
tread or circulation path 
surface either light-on-dark or 
dark-on-light.
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Should The DOT 
Provide ADA 
Parking On Side 
Streets That 
Have Been 
Altered By DOT 
Project?
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Yes – ADA Parking 
is required if Title II 
or Title III business 
are present.  We 
need to be very 
careful and verify if 
business are 
present. 
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ADA On-
Street 

Parking

Parking on Block Perimeter

Exclusively for Residential 
Parking Not Required to 

Comply with ADA

It matters where you 
put the ADA parking 

spot.  

Exclusively for commercial 
or law enforcement 

vehicles  not required to 
comply with ADA

Sign is required – 
painting spot is 

optional  
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On-Street Parking Spaces
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If the ADA parking access aisle is used for the crosswalk, vehicles parked next to the 
cross walk/access aisle would create sight line restrictions.  The proximate location of 
the vehicles would limit or may prohibit the motorist and pedestrian to see each 
other, particularly children and wheelchair users.

The ADA parking spaces will need to be separated from the crosswalk.  That distance 
is recommended by MUTCD and AASHTO to be a minimum of 20 ft. for speeds of 20 
to 30 mph.   For speeds of 35 to 45 mph the distance is recommended to be 50 ft.  
For speeds over 45 mph the cross walk should be prohibited. 
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PROWAG CHANGES
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PROWAG CHANGES
• Directional Curb ramps required

• Exception – Alteration Project when technically infeasible – one curb ramp

• Pedestrian Circulation Path temporarily not accessible
• Must provide accessible alternate route

• Sidewalks crossing driveway/approaches controlled with yield or stop 
devices 
• Required to have detectable warning devices

• Cross slope requirement changes from 1:50 to 1:48 / 2% to 2.1% Max
• Turning spaces are referred to as Landings
• Vertical clearance of 80 inches entire width of sidewalk – not just the 

Pedestrian access route
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QUESTIONS?
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Resource Materials
Links to Online Resources
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Resource Materials

• Proposed Public Right-of-Way ADA Guidelines (PROWAG) 
https://www.access-board.gov/prowag/

• ADA Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG 2010) 
https://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm

• MUTCD  https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/

• SDDOT Road Design Manual (Chapter 16) 
https://dotfiles.sd.gov/rd/rdmch16.pdf
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• Accessible Public Rights-of-Way:  Planning & Designing for Alterations  
https://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/streets-
sidewalks/public-rights-of-way/guidance-and-research/accessible-
public-rights-of-way-planning-and-design-for-alterations

• US Access Board Animated Videos on design elements (primarily 
building) https://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-
standards/buildings-and-sites/about-the-ada-standards/guide-to-the-
ada-standards

Resource Materials
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• Shared Use Path Guidance:  https://www.access-
board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/streets-sidewalks/shared-use-
paths

• US Access Board  https://www.access-board.gov/

• US Department of Justice ADA Site:  www.ada.gov

• FHWA ADA Site:  
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/civilrights/programs/ada.cfm

Resource Materials
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Contact Information

Mark Malone
Road Design Engineering Supervisor

605-773-5409
Mark.malone@state.sd.us

June Hansen
ADA Coordinator

605-773-3540
june.hansen@state.sd.us
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