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Who is CVSA?

The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) is a nonprofit organization
comprised of local, state, provincial, territorial and federal commercial motor
vehicle safety officials and industry representatives. The Alliance aims to prevent
commercial motor vehicle crashes, injuries and fatalities and believes that
collaboration between government and industry improves road safety and saves
lives. Our mission is to improve commercial motor vehicle safety and
enforcement by providing guidance, education and advocacy for enforcement
and industry across North America.



About CVSA

• Roadside CMV Inspector Certification

• North American Standard (NAS) Inspection Procedures 

• NAS Training Program

• CVSA Decal Program

• NAS Out-of-Service Criteria

• NAS Inspection Levels

• CVSA Enhanced Inspection Program

• Outreach and Education

• Policy Development



Automated CMV Working Group

• Goal:
• Explore how to incorporate self driving trucks into the

North American Standard (NAS) Inspection Program

• How to ensure vehicle compliance with the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSR)

• Sept. 2018 – Sept. 2019
• Evaluated inspection procedures to determine

automation possibilities

• Explored eight options for vehicle inspections

• Option 7 selected and approved for SAE Level 4 and 5



Enhanced CMV Inspection Program

• No-defect, point-of-origin inspection program for Level 4 and 5 equipped
commercial motor vehicles.

• Subject to an enhanced CMV inspection by certified inspector prior to
beginning trip, periodically once trip begins

• Vehicle must communicate data set wirelessly to enforcement

• Bypass inspection stations and minimize enroute stops – imminent hazard
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Inspection Standard
• Vehicle Requirements

• 10 sections

• Cargo Securement
• One section

CVSA Enhanced CMV Inspection Materials



Inspection Checklist
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Inspection Procedure

CVSA Enhanced CMV Inspection Materials



Participant Manual
• 40-hour course – classroom and

practical learning

• Exam includes written and practical
components

• 85% required to pass

CVSA Enhanced CMV Inspection Materials



Course Presentation
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CVSA Enhanced CMV Inspection Materials

CVSA Operational Policy 18
• Certification and Maintenance Requirements:

• Inspectors

• Instructors



CVSA Periodic Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Inspection 
Standard

CVSA Periodic CMV Inspection Standard 



Enhanced CMV Inspection Program

• Sept. 2019 – Sept. 2022
• Developed the CVSA Enhanced Inspection Standard, course, checklist and

procedure

• Approved by EIM and Board of Directors in Rapid City, SD

• 49 certified inspectors (May 2024)
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Enhanced CMV Inspection Program

• Aug. 2023 – present
• Develop CVSA database for enhanced inspections and inspector certification

• Develop user interface to conduct enhanced inspections

• Develop API’s between checklist, database, enforcement and administration

• Address parking lot issues from ADS Working Group
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Hazardous Materials Discussion

• Discussion topics
• What types of hazardous materials should be considered

• Non-bulk, non-placarded loads

• Training and where that fits into enhanced program
• Depends on level and length of training needed

• Terminal inspections by enforcement

• Shipping paper and emergency response location
• Regulation change or special permit

• On the vehicle or part of a database

• PHMSA
• Collecting information for ANPRM

• CVSA
• HM Committee ad hoc to look at training and regulatory needs



ADS Vehicle Weight

• Weight regulated by jurisdictions

• Evaluating options
• Weigh before launch

• On board weigh systems

• Other solutions?

• Upload weights as part of inspection
and pass with data message set

• Weigh trucks as part of oversight
terminal inspections

• WIM verification, when available



First Responder Interaction

• Standardized approach for all automated CMVs
• Developing a training structure for first responder

interaction plans

• Uniformity of interactions

• Training for MCSAP and non-MCSAP enforcement
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Questions?


