
Safety Culture -
Asphalt Burns and 
Safety Switch
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Examples of recent 
tar/asphalt injuries
Unloading Dura Patch

◦ Wind blew onto arm

Crack sealing, bung not closed on tar cart

◦ While closing bung, tar splashed on leg

Repair of tar kettle

◦ Leak not fixed, employed sprayed with tar upon start up

Crack sealing, hose started to leak

◦ Tar leaked into boots

De-tarring equipment

◦ Tar remover blown into eye



Safety Switch – What is it?
M A N A G I N G  YO U R  S A F E T Y  P R O G R A M S  L I K E  YO U  M A N A G E  YO U R  P R O D U C T I V I T Y, B U D G E T,  Q U A L I T Y,  
E T C .



How do we turn the 
Safety Switch on?

Make

Make a culture 
change from the 
top!

•Role-modeled and 
enforced ppe 
requirements.

•Establish the new 
norms and 
expectations.

Build

Build culture 
from the 
bottom up!

•Culture 
crews/safety 
committees/safety 
officers/safety 
stewards

Invest

Invest in Hazard 
Identification 
and mitigation!

•Every day, every 
task!

•RED Book, JHA/JSA

•Use the Hierarchy 
of controls to 
mitigate hazards 
once identified!



PPE



PPE Requirements

• an 8-inch (200-millimeter) minimum-sized

face shield;

• loose clothing in good condition with collars

closed and cuffs buttoned at the wrist;

• thermally-insulated gloves with gauntlets

that extend up the arm and are worn

loosely for easy removal if covered with hot

asphalt;

• safety boots with laced tops at least 6

inches (150 millimeters) high;

• pants without cuffs that extend over the

tops of the boots;

• barrier creams and lotions to protect

against skin irritation caused by protective

clothing; and

• long-handled sprayers with flexible hoses

when hand-applying emulsified asphalts for

tack coats or cut-back asphalts for prime

coats. 



Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Spsw_u
C_NfA

Will be shown during break!
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